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Press release no. 59/2021

Capraia: a model for agriculture on the smaller islands

Europe too supports Capraia, the island that aims for energy and production autonomy. In order to recover the agricultural production of the past, in a hostile but fascinating setting, advanced but sustainable technologies are needed. 

The island of Capraia, which has been an open-air laboratory for many years now, will next year be the scene of research and experiments in so-called "heroic agriculture". The announcement was made at EIMA, which ends today in Bologna, during a workshop organised by Itabia (Italian Biomass Association), and CVb, Chimica Verde bionet. 
The objective of the Capria Smart Island project, i.e. to create an autonomous system of circular economy, has been attracting the attention of researchers and economists for years on this island, who are drawing from this experience models that can also be replicated on many of the hundreds of small islands scattered around the Italian seas. During the meeting, experiences were presented on Pantelleria, the Egadi Islands and Gorgona, the only Italian island that is still a penal colony, as Capraia was until 1986. 
"The experience of Capraia," said Sofia Mannelli, president of CVb, "is that of an island that goes from 200 residents during the year to 2,500 in the summer season. We are achieving significant results in the exploitation of by-products, such as the brine that remains after desalinating seawater, which we want to use in the nutraceutical sector, or the scales of the fish bred in the local plant, which we plan to use to make a natural preservative for foodstuffs. 
Alice Bollani, owner of the La Piana winery, also wanted to demonstrate the economic sustainability of such a difficult setting. 
"A choice that is also a challenge," she said, "since I come from a region, Emilia Romagna, where there is no lack of opportunities. But the island is certainly a place to fall in love with, not only for its beautiful landscape but also for the priceless pleasure of recovering the history and traditions that are being lost, even in the agricultural field". 
Among the traditions Bollani referred to was the recovery of vines that were grown on the island in past centuries, such as ansonica, aleatico or ciliegiolo. 
One of the main difficulties in working in this setting is the uneven terrain on which it is impossible to use tractors suitable for the mainland. On the smaller islands there are terraced fields, for which very small and versatile machines are needed, which are among the specialities of Italian producers. 
The European Union also pays special attention to the smaller islands (in terms of size). So much so that the NRRP (National Recovery and Resilience Plan) considers them "a driver for ecological transition". 

Bologna, October 23, 2021 
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